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there, Castlereagh declined to take any part in such pro-
ceedings*

This meant that Britain was now isolated from her former

Great allies. One more effort was made by Castlereagh to save the

with- situation. When the Greeks rose in revolt against the Turks,

raws Metternich would have supported the rule of the Sultan,

but the Czar was ready to help the Greeks who-were his

co-religionists.   Castlereagh agreed that one more Congress

should be called, to endeavour to settle the question without

war.  But before that Congress met (at Verona) Castlereagh

was dead*    In a breakdown from overwork he committed

suicide in August, 1822, and with him died the last hope of

the Congress System.

CHAPTER 57

GEORGE IV (1820-1830) AND WILLIAM IV (1830-1837)
1. THE "TORY REFORMERS"

George IV became King in 1820. His bad personal char-
George ivacter, his selfishness and extravagance and general useless-
*Queen ness, made him disliked and despised. George was separated
from his wife, Caroline of Brunswick. At his accession he
tried to rid himself of her by causing the Government to
bring in a Bill of Pains and Penalties, under which he could
divorce her. His own immorality was so open and notorious
that people's anger was aroused, and popular sympathy was
on the side of the Queen, The bill had to be dropped, but
at the Coronation, a fresh scandal was created. George
refused to allow Caroline to be crowned, and she tried to
force her way into the Abbey, but was prevented. He might
have saved himself the contempt and anger his treatment of
her created, for Caroline died only a few months later.

With Castlereagh's death in 1822, the discredited ministry
broke up. Better days were hoped for, since the new